
History
The company was founded in 1934 by the Meyerhofer 
family, and the family is still the major shareholder. The 
first products that were manufactured were electrostatic 
precipitators (ESPs), followed in time by others such as 
scrubbers and bag filters. This continued until the mid-
1960s, when the company was taken over by American 
Air Filter (AAF), and then later by Allis Chalmers, but 
with Meyerhofer still acting as Managing Director. 
When Allis Chalmers collapsed in the late 1980s, the 
Meyerhofer family purchased the company back.

Independent again
The problem at the time of the AAF acquisition was that 
all products, with the exception of the ESPs, had been 
given over to the American company and so with Elex 
becoming independent once again, it started to look 
at other technologies, the main one of which was the 
Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) system. Elex has now 
been building such systems for flue gases since 1988. Later 
on, the company developed hybrid filters (a mixture of 
ESPs and bag filters). Even today, these two, together with 
ESPs are the company’s three main products.
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Celebrating 
This year, Elex AG is proudly celebrating its 75th anniversary. 

Paul Maxwell-Cook recently visited this famous company’s offices 

in Schwerzenbach, Switzerland, where he learnt something of  the 

company’s developments in gas cleaning technology. 

Clean Achievements



Milestones
The company must be very proud that it is celebrating 
its 75th anniversary this year of producing such 
specialist equipment. What had been the milestones or 
developments that have helped the company to be so 

successful? Elex’s CEO, Ulrich Leibacher, replies. “We’ve 
had good years, very good years, bad years and very bad 
years! But we have remained more or less the same size 
with 100 to 150 people. Here in Zurich we employ 75, 
but we have always had licensees around the world, and 
now we have a daughter company in Mumbai, India, with 
a staff of 50, all local people. This company only serves 
the Indian market and to date it has installed many 
systems in the power, cement and metal industry.”

One of the main milestones was the development, 
implementation and success of the SCR system, helped in 
the early days with the cooperation of Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries. The company went first into the incineration 
of waste. “It soon became evident that government 
regulations would force our customers in the cement 
industry to reduce emission levels,” says Leibacher. “We 
carried out some pilot tests in the mid-1990s and about 
three or four years ago we made our fist industrial 
application in the Cementeria di Monselice cement plant 
in Italy and now we have started on a second installation 
in Germany. We worked for many years to design, 
develop and test this new technology and we have now 
a performing, useful system which our clients accept as 
state-of-the-art.” 

At about the same time the hybrid filters were 
being developed, Elex foresaw that bag filters could be 
combined with ESPs. In a hybrid filter, the first part 
is equipped as an ESP, where 90 - 95% of the dust is 
removed, followed by a bag filter section where the 
remaining quantity is absorbed. Over all, the operating 
costs of a hybrid filter are considerably lower compared 
to a simple bag filter solution. The hybrid system was a 
success from the beginning.

Serving many interests
The Swiss company serves many industries, but the 
cement industry has been the main one since the end 
of the Second World War. Other important industries 
are those involved with incineration of waste, coal-fired 
boilers, biomass plants, chemicals, pulp and paper, metals 
and ore preparation.

All equipment suppliers and cement manufacturers 
are having to respond to tougher regulations and stricter 
environmental requirements. For Elex, it is said that 
the company sometimes supplies more paperwork than 
manufactured products! “It becomes more complicated,” 
says Leibacher. “The main problem is that the rules are 
inconsistent. Something prepared for one country is not 
accepted in the next one. This is particularly true for 
Europe. This, of course, increases the paperwork, but 
we have to compromise and we have to do it, there is no 
other choice.”

Elex, of course, like every company, also has 
competitors who pose a constant threat - more in 
certain countries than others - but the quality and 
trustworthiness of Elex-ESPs is well-known and 
appreciated by thousands of clients. During its 
75 years of existence, Elex has put a lot of emphasis on 
developing the perfect design of the mechanical and 
electrical part and a thorough and precise schooling of 
erection and service engineers. These collaborators in the 
field have helped to bring Elex equipment to the present 
high standard and are partly responsible for the fact that, SCR-installation at Cementeria di Monselice, Italy.

Gas conditioning tower and electrostatic precipitator for the 
cement kiln at Thang Long cement plant, Vietnam.
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