
History
The company was founded in 1934 by the Meyerhofer 
family, and the family is still the major shareholder. The 
first products that were manufactured were electrostatic 
precipitators (ESPs), followed in time by others such as 
scrubbers and bag filters. This continued until the mid-
1960s, when the company was taken over by American 
Air Filter (AAF), and then later by Allis Chalmers, but 
with Meyerhofer still acting as Managing Director. 
When Allis Chalmers collapsed in the late 1980s, the 
Meyerhofer family purchased the company back.

Independent again
The problem at the time of the AAF acquisition was that 
all products, with the exception of the ESPs, had been 
given over to the American company and so with Elex 
becoming independent once again, it started to look 
at other technologies, the main one of which was the 
Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) system. Elex has now 
been building such systems for flue gases since 1988. Later 
on, the company developed hybrid filters (a mixture of 
ESPs and bag filters). Even today, these two, together with 
ESPs are the company’s three main products.
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Celebrating 
This year, Elex AG is proudly celebrating its 75th anniversary. 

Paul Maxwell-Cook recently visited this famous company’s offices 

in Schwerzenbach, Switzerland, where he learnt something of  the 

company’s developments in gas cleaning technology. 

Clean Achievements




